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Introduction 

I.  Jefinitions:   The  definitions  of  some  of  the  more  frequently  used 
terms  in  this  report  are  as  follows: 

A.  Live  Birth;   The  complete  expulsion  or  extraction  from  its  mother 
of  a  product  of  human  conception  irrespective  of  the  period  of 
gestation,  which,  after  such  separation,  breathes  or  shows  any 
other  evidence  of  life,  such  as  beating  of  the  heart,  pulsation 
of  the  umbilical  cord  or  definite  movement  of  voluntary  muscle, 
whether  or  not  the  umbilical  cord  has  been  cut  or  the  placenta  is 
attached. 

B.  Fetal  Death:   Death  prior  to  the  complete  eXjjulsion  or  extrc^ction 
from  its  mother  of  a  product  of  human  conception,  irrespective  of 
the  duration  of  pregnancy;  the  deatn  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  after  such  separation,  the  fetus  does  not  breathe  or  show 
any  other  evidence  of  life,  such  as  beating  of  the  heart,  pul- 
sation of  the  umbilical  cord  or  definite  movement  of  voluntary 
muscles. 

The  definitions  of  the  two  terms  above  are  set  by  law  (Annotated  Code 
of  Maryland,  1957  Edition,  as  amended;  Article  ^3»  Section  l^(a)). 
Hov\fever,  fetal  deaths  are  reportable  for  filing  purposes  with  the  State 
Board  of  Health  and  Mental  Hygiene  only  if  the  death  occurs  after  a 
gestation  period  of  twenty  completed  weeks  or  more  (Article  ^3j 
Section  21(a)).   Therefore,  the  fetal  deaths  included  in  the  statistics 
of  this  report  include  only  those  of  twenty  or  more  weeks  of  gestation. 

C.  Infant  Death:   Death  occurring  to  a  person  under  age  one, 

D.  Neonatal  Death:   Death  occurring  to  a  person  under  28  days  of  age. 

E.  Perinatal  Death:   Death  occurring  after  20  v/eeks  of  gestation  but 
before  28  days  after  birth.   The  perinatal  deaths  included  in 
this  report  are,  therefore,  the  sum  of  the  re^jortable  fetal 
deaths  and  the  neonatal  deaths. 

F.  Premature  Birth:   A  live  birth  v/eighing  2500  grams  (5/2  lbs)  or 
less. 

G.  Birth  Rate;   Number  of  live  births  per  1,000  population. 

H,  Death  Rate;   Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  per  1,000 

population.   Death  rates  for  specific  causes  are  per  100,000 
population. 

I.  Infant  Death  Rate;   Number  of  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births. 

J.  Fetal  Death  Rate;   Number  of  reportable  fetal  deaths  per  1,000 
total  births.   Total  births  include  live  births  plus  fetal  deaths 
of  twenty  weeks  gestation  or  more. 
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K.  Neonatal  Death  ^^ate:   Number  of  neonatal  deaths  per  1,000  live 
births. 

L.  Perinatal  Death  Rate;   Number  of  perinatal  deaths  per  1,000  total 
births.   Total  births  include  live  births  plus  fetal  deatns  of 
tv;enty  weeks  gestation  or  more, 

II.  Highlights  of  the  I962  Vital  Statistics  for  Maryland 

A.  Population 

Ttie  population  of  Maryland  increased  51i592  or  I.6/0  between 
July  1,  1961  and  July  1,  I962.   This  increase  was  the  result  of  a 
decrease  of  ^,5^7  or  0,5%  in  Baltimore  City  and  an  increase  of 
56,139  or  2.5?<5  in  all  of  the  counties  combined, 

B.  Births 

1.  Trend 

The  number  of  births  to  Maryland  residents  decreased  from  an 
all-time  high  of  78,190  in  I96I  to  76,325  in  I962.   The  birth 
rate  of  23o6  per  1,000  population  represented  the  fifth 
successive  annual  drop  since  the  1957  peak  of  26,3.   This  drop 
in  the  birth  rate  v/as  observed  in  both  white  and  nonwnite 
groups.   The  nonwhite  birth  rate  in  I962  was  J>1»2   and  the 
white  rate  was  22>0, 

2.  Age  of  Mothers  of  First  Births 

Out  of  all  first  births  to  resident  mothers  in  the  State  in 
1962,  36.1  per  cent  were  to  mothers  v;ho  were  under  age  20, 
This  represents  a  decrease  from  the  rate  of  38*9  per  cent  for 
i960  and  39.6  per  cent  in  I961. 

For  whites,  this  proportion  increased  from  22.0  per  cent  in 
1950  to  3^.6  per  cent  in  196I  but  decreased  to  30.9  per  cent 
in  1962.   For  nonv;hites  the  proportion  increased  from  56,7  per 
cent  in  1950  to  62,1  per  cent  in  I96I ,  but  decreased  to  61.I 
per  cent  in  I962, 

3.  Illegitimate  Births 

In  1962,  9*8  per  cent  of  all  births  to  residents  of  Maryland 
were  illegitimate.   The  rates  for  whites  and  nonwhites  were 
3.0  per  cent  and  33«5  per  cent  respectively.   In  I96I,  10.6 
per  cent  of  births  to  Maryland  residents,  occurring  in 
Maryland,  were  illegitimate. 

^ *  Infant  Deaths 

The  infant  death  rate  in  Maryland  increased  from  25.6  to  27.1 
infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year  of  age)  per  1,000  live 
births  during  the  period  from  I96I  to  I962.   This  rate  had 
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dropped  for  three  successive  prior  years.   The  increase  was  noted 
in  both  the  white  and  nonwhite  groups  in  the  total  counties  and 
in  Baltimore  City. 

The  nonv;hite  infant  death  rate  in  Maryland  in  19^2  was  42.9  "S-^d 
the  white  rate  was  22.6. 

D.  Deaths 

1.  Trend 

The  number  of  deaths  of  Maryland  residents  in  19^2  was  28, 471» 
an  all-time  high.   However,  the  death  rate  of  8.8  per  1,000 
population  in  19^2  is  very  nearly  the  same  as  the  rate  of  8.7 
which  was  an  all-time  low  observed  in  I96I. 

2.  Leading;  Causes  of  Death 

The  five  leading  causes  of  death  in  Maryland  in  1962  v/ere 
(1)  diseases  of  the  heart,  (2)  malignant  neoplasms,  (3)  cere- 
bral hemorrhage  and  other  vascular  lesions,  (k)    accidents  and 
(5)  certain  diseases  of  early  infancy.   This  is  the  same 
ranking  of  causes  of  death  as  was  observed  in  I96O  and  I96I. 

In  Baltimore  City  the  five  leading  causes  of  death  in  I962 
were  the  same  as  for  the  State  as  a  whole,  but  certain 
diseases  of  early  infancy  ranked  fourth  ana  accidents  ranked 
fifth.   This  same  ranking  was  observed  in  Baltimore  City  in 
1961. 

3.  Deaths  in  Hospit^.ls 

The  proportion  of  all  deaths  to  M  ryland  resiaents  which 
occurred  in  hospitals  and  related  medical  institutions 
continued  to  increase  in  I962.   This  proportion  reached  69. 0 
per  cent,  compared  to  68.1  per  cent  in  I96I  and  67.3  pe^^  cent 
in  i960.   The  I962  figure  for  whites  was  67.6  per  cent  while 
the  nonwhite  figure  was  74*6  per  cent. 

j£.  Expectation  of  Life 

A  comparison  of  life  tables  for  Maryland  for  1950  and  I96O 
indicates  that  newborns  in  I96O  will  live,  on  the  average, 
almost  two  years  longer  than  newborns  of  a  uecaae  ago.   In  both 
1950  and  i960,  females  have  a  longer  expectation  of  life  than 
males.   Newborn  whites  of  both  sexes  snov/  an  increased  life 
expectancy  of  1,5  years  from  68.8  years  in  1950  to  70.3  years  in 
i960.   Newborns  of  both  sexes  in  the  nonwhite  group  show  an  even 
greater  increased  life  expectancy  of  3*8  years  from  58.9  years 
in  1950  to  62.7  years  in  I96O. 
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TABLE  14.   BIi?THS,  B^ 

■  BIRT 

H  ORDER, 

AGE  OF  I 

lOTx^ER  A] 

^'D  RACE, 

MARYL.. 

FD,  1962 

All 

AGE 

OF    MOTH 

E  R 

Under 

i 

(45  S 

Birth  Order* 

Ages** 

15 

15-19  1 
1 

20-24 

1 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

over 

Total  births: 

76,325 

22,7^8 

205 
194 

11,836 

8,024 

25,467 
9,381 

19,024 
3,402 

11,882 

1,169 

6,191 
459 

1,592 
99 

79 

4 

First  child 

Second 

17,906 

11 

2,834 

7,776 

4,419 

1,929 

741 

182 

4 

Third 

13,391 

- 

736 

4,484 

4,287 

2,524 

1,106 

240 

9 

Fourth 

9,0^6 

- 

189 

2,293 

2,989  ; 

2,161 

1,125 

270 

12 

Fifth 

5,501 

- 

38 

933 

1,812   ! 

1,576 

896 

229  13 

Sixth 

3,238 

— 

11 

405 

1,042 

994 

629 

149   7 

Seventh 

2,265 

— 

-. 

146 

660 

747 

554 

147  11 

Eighth  or  more 

2,215 

- 

- 

45 

412 

780 

681 

276  19 

Not  stated 

15 

-• 

4 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  white: 

59,130 
18,829 

39 
39 

7,802 
5,783 



19,913 
8,312 

15,288 
3,102 

9,683 
1,069 

5,029 
417 

1,283 
90 

62 
4 

First  child 

Second 

14,602 

~ 

1,650 

6,373 

3,965 

1,761 

672 

169   4 

Third 

10,783 

- 

313 

3,283 

3,698 

2,268 

1,000 

208 

9 

Fourth 

6,919 

- 

50 

1,384 

2,361 

1,882 

991 

238 

10 

Fifth 

3,882 

- 

5 

403 

1,232 

1,279 

752 

200 

10 

Sixth 

2,000 

- 

~ 

112 

568 

715 

489 

110 

5 

Seventh 

1,272 

- 

- 

33 

274 

458 

387 

113 

7 

Eighth  or  more 

838 

- 

10 

88 

251 

321 

155 

13 

Not  stated 

5 

— 

1 

5 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  nonwhite: 

17,195 
3,919 

166 
155 

4,034 
2,241 

5,554 
1,069 

3,736 
300 

2,199 
100 

1,162 
42 

309 

9 

17 

First  child 

Second 

3,304 

11 

1,184 

1,403 

454 

168 

69 

13 

- 

Third 

2,608 

_ 

423 

1,201 

589 

256 

106 

32 

- 

Fourth 

2,127 

— 

139 

909 

628 

279 

134 

32 

2 

Fifth 

1,619 

— 

33 

530 

58c 

297 

144 

29 

3 

Sixth 

1,238 

— 

11 

293 

474 

279 

140 

39 

2 

Seventh 

993 

- 

■" 

113 

386 

289 

167 

34 

4 

Eighth  or  more 

1,377 

- 

35 

324 

529 

360 

121 

6 

Not  stated 

10 

1 

3 

!        1 
! 

1 

2 

" 

—  .   ** 

*  Based  on  the  current  live  births  plus  all  previous  deliveries  to  the 
mother. 


**  Includes  49  mothers  with  age  not  stated. 
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